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GNOON, a ship's—carpenter and amateur conjuror who
has raised a devil and can't seem to lay it again.

PHLEGTHA, +the devil he has raised.

TECKERY _, . PP ,
Yoxx1y b Shipmates of GNOON (offstage voices)
ANEANE 5 &

ocene:  The work-room of a ship; and then, not.

The audience is reminded that a Conjuror who has raised
g Devil is safe from it only so long as he remains

within the confines of his magic circle...
He ¥

Note on ovronuciation: The "g's'" in both PHIEGTHA and
GNOON are pronounced hard. In PHLEGTHA, the
"e" ig pronounced like long "a" in '"stay';
the "th" is pronounced as in "thin."
XUAXIN is pronounced "Zox-zin."
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GOC
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i1l with uss
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you sge.

GNOON

I said the words thst are suvupposed to lay you!

PrlEGTHA
(with an ironically apologetic shrug)

eNnous.

Not accuraid

4

GuooN
( A 4- to hin 3\
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Not « 7

(picks up the book, and with hﬁs finger on a word,

s

to g0 show it to PHLEGY

(
his ur

STAY INSIDE THAT CIRCLE! - DO YOU WANT 70 GBT
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GNOLH
(embarrsssed to be caught
Oh that, yesS...
(then resentful)

But you! - watch your tone! Familizr! Minion!

g nis hand ¢ curse

[

L.J

(13ifts

- TR vy !
lsus cral

-~

Talls writhing in a fit for a2 few momesx is?
y e 4 A
e 1,

Q

(PHLEGTHA
again - bu

and just as suddenly is on nis feet : pan

d you, I may be having a little trouble laving
o ? A [ J o

".}
et
I
j]

That's just to rern

211l to lay you

%
<
joud

s
por
o+
St
o+
3
[

<
o
D
O
ot
]
o
62}
i
-
8]
3
-
(@]
=
.T"'J
e
AV
[nd
4
¢



convulsio

aoy ention.

Conver
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(then getiing an

Conve

Oh, the

I'm afraid you've given away theve's a little more to it than thati

0
3
p
Ay}
-
fucda

ittle more in it for me, this conversancy of yours. Your

knowing that about the wary shows you've been in spois like

Not reglly the nature work, is 1t, for there {to aave been

just some one time?

S A cmrs ety A Vs - .
raigsed you nust have krnow

you arel Well, that

ng you've heard the words it takes to

1; so tell then
to me, and I'11 dismiss you, and that'll be it.

(PHLEGTHA makes a gesture disqualifying himself.)
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Coynesg; playing hard to get. 1T

a pitenh; I have power wnere I called. 1 havs

the words of

(suddenly very quietly serious
the flippancy has gone far enough)

GNOON -
Are you trying to tell me that I've anything
over a devil I've summoned?

THLT ‘er\"l
PHLEGTHA

Ci

Surely you must see that doesn't include gettid

onjuring for you. Do you expect your spells to hold fi

N

your own hold on them

I warn you: cheat, and I can just walk out

PHLEGTHA

On, you think it'll be given to vou to just decids
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Come on, come on, you're not seriously hoping to creaste the

Aoy

e I don't expect you
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witn the idea of having to tell it to me.

.

g0 without seving, that 1 Just
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holdi
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literal as & pig's ass is a pretty "vulger conception" ian its oun
rignte. a toeo

(pulls back his foot and shakes his head scorn-
fullys)

PHLEGTHA
Well, no one's trying to get you to trip over your shozlace, you

<

know. 7The correct frame of mind for dammation,
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trapped
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you nmean I showld
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a aoad oné, or gew

one and kill it Tor you, or wait for a dead to come drifti

GNOON

And if pre~dead, how long dead, and of what causes; and if {to be
killed, how killed; and if to wait, how long a wait; and for that

matter, wh@t xind of fish,anyw (olease indicate one of the

. . A e ,
following forty thousand varieties) - so that for weoariness one

(il eventuaslly the

own hands,

one ventureg

2 grote z or a fiend pouncing;
then back shaking his head)

Cheap. Murderous

(as if finding
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Don't you

YWe just... feel better if it comes cut something close to what the
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Wny in the world not congiderate? way in the

e

Now if he ig intent on melking a difficulty, he hasn't chosen his

grounds too thoughtfully. I mean, we are on 2 ship, this ig the
middle of the ocean; so that for nim to be expsriencing any real
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difficulty in coms

but 1 et momen

and into tne

stylized golden fish ax

out to ninm.

CHOOUN takes it, hand
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es it, suddenly shudders and

drops it ocutside the



(resentful)
Wnat'fs the matter with 1it? You didn't spec

. . - Lo . "

Well, you didn't serflor a dead tulip. You
GNOOH

Vot mel a craving, therc's
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GNOOR

wnole explav

might have
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always comething
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I can't remember the last time I put nmy foot off this ship.

#ell, what pust you nod ar, 1f a dead fish can do this To
GNOON
That's rignt. Tooc much unaccou ble. Too much slipped out
menory since the last time.
PHLEGTHA
Why should that be a particular torment?
GHOON
Why,indeed? For up and down the earth we wvly, Dinghai to Ro

foreses




1 o ol 1ife on you, never

GHOUH

o vy ooy b e
g really interests

80 much as docks, anyvay.

are just unending in their fascination for me - the

Lo stay still, which 811 the sea

they'll put down & couple of sides of

-
1w
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a ship's-carpenter can always find

some slats to remeasure, a belsying-pin to belay... Bub by now

"

they're used to just taking off without me, leaving me 1o nmy tools;
and after they've been goneAa few hourg, the captain's boy will
slip an envelope under my door from some thoushiful shivmate or
other - usually from one or the other of wmy great friends, Tecker

and Xoxxin - giving a full account of -

(suddenly remembering)

My godl at  They'll bve coming down here for me!l
1 wag 1o have these barrel-hoops ready Tfor them, that's the only

way I got permission to come below at this hour. What'll we do? -

Tor them to see the mess I've goitten into with you,

my conjuring. Onh, but I can drop you

now, can't 1?7 You've do ur errand, with the fisn.

s5ly through the motions

(going ocuickly and carele
nt t at Opcning:)

ne we nrough so carefu



Back to your

Kothing
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As you seec, i1 was in 1o wvay a guestl

on of having not yet expressed
a wvish, or of my having not yet been sent on an errand for you.

two voicen:

That's

Welll An unforeseen foreshortening

come on apaceé.

A

Wny do you say that? Now I give it a little thought, I'11 be
proud for them to see what I've c conjured up (they don't have to
know aboul this 1little snag we're caught on). In fact, the more

I think of it, it'd be a poor thing Tor

wildest with

always shared their wildest with me; I can almost feel I'n

Oh, many fold, many fold. You'll be sharing your removal From

the scene by a devil with them.
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Now wait Jjust a minute, before you sea
a will of yours

GNOOH
I command you to let them ir

And well you mag noi for my

me
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kecp my haund to yet.

t me on that wild horse of

for you. The moment enyone but the szge who raised me comes on
the cene, E g0 1 V"; “Jblgu

GNOON
On. Then it looks like Tecker and Xoxxin miss you in any event -

.
a

,u

nless for once I were to write

YAt
Wi

PHLEGTHA

letter.

You fool, PDon't you see that if I go invigible, that
finishes you?
No. But if th: you'll Jjust stay visible -« or else

I'11 drop you,
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Welly, then, fade or stay or do as you like, what difference ig 1t?
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(gruff cry of "Come on, Guoor
1 cry of "Gnoon, Gnoon ne

Think for perceive you - alone, apparen

chelk clrcle.

OFFSTAGE VOICs OF
(the deep, grufi voice)

Whot's up, Gneon?

esoCries Xoxxin.
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e you reply; dbut the urgency in your voice only draws them to
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you. The questicning beging; and what can you say’y

The barrel-l

(ecrying out under the ageny of PHLEGTHA's touch)
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D'ye mark that now, Xoxxie -~ d'ye know what 'tis makes hinm 10
cry out so? It's the crashin' o' the the whine o°

the saw a-clampin' and a-clutecnin' at his poor, worn brain.

OFFBAGE VOICH OF

LR I

We'd best move him above deck and let the sea air get abt him.
PHLEGTHA
(to GNOON)
Then you conceive your danger and cry out wildly for me to mani-

fest myself: if I don't, they'll 1ift you out of the circle.
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devil waiting

G

And they mustn't do that, you explain; there's

to seize on you. But in

r won't see sny devil (I'11 have faded);

they'1ll just see you - terrified over nothing.

GNOON

(to PHLEGT

Take your claws out of me! Stand off, devili
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QFFSTAGE VOICH OF XU,

rry him out o' thig quick - it

(to PHIEGTHA)

Get off mel

PHLEGT A

T A cLT Caooymoe .
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Now, Gnoon, it's a poor thing to be

- ~ ~ e -
do ye a good turn, lad.

PHLEGTHA
(‘tO GNOO. J)
But they, ignoring your plea, reach into the circle to pluc
from your safety. Whereupon I, activated -

(makes a2 horrible roaring
and rears bacx as il to poun

Get out of t:

NOW! I coumand youl
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Enlarging,

erfect of your acguaintance could exactly

no, I really don't think that would be the word for it.

KOV
GNOON

(obviously fumbling for an answer)

2.

The.oe uhse. process of gratifying your every wish, the plastering

over &ll chinks.

GNOOK

. et A Pan o e 4 A P
(stepping out of his attitude for a moment to ask
a procecdural cuestion) ] ' '

Same ground-rules?

/

(raises one foot up over the edge of the pool of light)

PHLEGTHA
Lawme ground-rules.
GHOON
4(gesturing arcund him)
Thougn it's a spiritual circle, though it's all been shifted up

one inte a symbol?
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to the immate

How very unimn:
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(A B S m ] . [P PR, . "
So: wishes. That's 1o bz the charac

TT A
o LliiA

(conciliatingly)

Any - absolutely any. Food, entertainment, girls -

Lo
GNOOH
(holding up a hand in protest

Please, Phlegtha; you will at least leave to me the naming of

et LIevxr o T -y oy e e e - R £
poigorn. Have woe been over the ssibility of

~~
'r~',
jui
ot
,_, :

LEGTHA makes a gesture of
remarx were in rather po ;

we must have. But now thet I'm really

55 being a&ll L do, it seemed wortlh
re-checking.

PHIHMGTHA

Fr. Gnoon, I would feel a great deal mwore confortable if -



(sarcastically attentive)

<

il, and I Tly, I flv to do evervtning
9 ¥ % J
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e F e Ve e R A ORI N P PR o - 3wy o T/ U 1
range 1o make your stay with us more pleasant. Iy wish -

(he executes a jerky, florid bow)

ALY right, I'm soryry for intruding myself; it won't happen often.

I'm generally, you'll do me the jusitice to admit, overwhelmingly

ey T vt Y A PR BUp - s O OE
careful. I just feel that this whole experisnce could be a good

GHOON
Phlegtha, I begin to sense the limitations of the demonic

mentality.

PHLEGTHA
Our limitations? It's just incredible you should say that -
you, who haven't the imagination to leave your ship (but who are

neveriheless out

going

to have to fashion a 1life for yourself) - you can stand there
and go on at me about our limitations! All rigat,then; down goes
the maskx of sweet reasonableness I'm just saying to you, it'll

be & great deal easier living with me if you give me some of my

proper work to do. It won't lay me, butl

3
L

it will keep me decent

to be around.

impati
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his hands working up and down his thighs with
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Do something with mei lMake a usel
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I'm sorry, devil, I can't be precipitste here just
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that's 2 bilg ster in CoONnjurors
TYIETY Y A
2ilaGiHLA
T . e b N P ey et e AP ey A yT S mi- oy
Mr. Gnoon, isn't 1in ¢ sense your Tiret wish., There was
B N B
that busineses with the dead fisne..

4%

And morc recently, 1t was your wish that zoomed us oult of that

situation with your shipmates.
GNOOH

Tecker and Xoxiin! How must they ve taking it...7

PHLBGTHA

%)

i

Could th dt conceivably be construed by a restive devil into
request for information?

\T! { o7
AL

(at First annoyed)

(then intrigued by the idea)

m

me Tecker and Xoxzin, it'd be intx

TUINS 0 w0
PHIZGTHA

Actually "get" them? Here? Have you alre?ﬂ/ forzotten the dangers

RS>
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Tecker and Xoxxin asnd nmysell...

PHLEGTHA

enve
to GNO

- to from her
.?’Uﬁ to from here

e »
- 1 -
ont should be aboul

GNOON
tearing open the envelope:)

Thank God for the mails - sajilor's standby

taide the circle, unfolds

&

. .
(He flings the eunvelops o
the letter, and veging to read

"Dear Snipmate Gnoon,

How surprising were the evenis that lately transpired in

the work-room of our ship! We cannot

you, since -

CYEIIRCU S ST T N T T [T R
k)i‘ ADVAGD \n' Q A (_;‘ A m;. i) JL”\J{‘»J‘JI{

4

(interrupting GHOON's reading and picking it up)

" - since, although you clearly stated you were going below to

e

comp

&

lete some barrel-hoops, the work-room, when forced open atb

n'

Lte

g insistenceo - "

b

OXX

OF3TAGE VOICE CF XOXX

'E nmuat be in there somewhere!l

aas if the "in there“ XOXXTH is
he symbolic circle in which GJOON
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" o proved to bhe @ ;:Jt:{ and the This
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is the understanding of a sailor.”

Poor lous.

I VOICE OF 1a0K
"Subsequent inquiries have failed to turn up eny fresh lignt.
£11 we have vesen able to conjeclture isg that you may have been

washed overpoard, and the door have cghut; in onz of the

Al - hts 5 3
For, as Xoxxin

We've been over every stick o' the ship for !

really gonna cztch it from me when we mzel Uup.

COFFSTAGE VOICE OF THECKER

e

"The which notwithstanding, I continus to hope that a beitter fate

awvaits, or has befallen, my valued shipmate and correspondent.
Hoping this findg you zg it leaves me, 1 am
- .

~ .
Your aifecticnate shivmale,

Mauvrice Teckexr®

; wno during the preceding has seened to
two voices only with difficuliy i

N

i ¥

(GIOON
hear th 3
uncert vy as to whnich dirsction they have be&n
coming. from, shudders and lebvs the hand with the le
in it fall., He notices the envelope lying Just outs
the pool of lignt.)

e
i
g T

GNOOH

Bring me that.

wands GNOON the envelope; GNCON readsthe



Gy and
tne g GOl

1 productions,

A man h extensive correspondence ag yourself can't
expect be =&

G0N

3,00 . o PR T, R
“here's to be coming From?

ninu

darks ,“"59 TeaNDears once

oge two-level metal wheeled tables

used in hospitals. On the upper table~level is a

round golden tray with fl@Ctou rim, and resting on it,
ter opener. On the lower tavle-~level is a burlap

e
~)

What delicate lititle ministration doss this represent:

o

PHIEGTHA

(n
[65]

p:( YT
inself

( ting the table, rather excited and pleased
with hi )
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Herein we have a pag full of letterz: a

(viich he pronounces long
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letter per wish, and there's one answering to everyithing you'll

G0N

You think I'm going to wish myselfl letlterg?

et eene
PG D:

They're on subjects. :



to content

as 3T to gpeakx, but GU
OF
PHIE
(with a 1little gesture of dissociation)
houw sayest.
GNOON
accounts are all 1've ever really felt ...
(at 2 loss for az word

(with a
of thie

.
sack

1

"eeo up to

(GNOON stares at the letters)

GNOOH

Phlegtha, you are witnessing the birihk of a small,dzrk
PALUGTHA
It's the whole recompense of the work.
GITOON
Thers are in that sack - what? -~ a hundred, a million
whatever. Some rumber. Wnich means that now, however
glimpsed however from afar, the end is in sight.

ﬁ\.‘ﬂ\ b

Tear

*

lette

renotely,
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Let nms vou would have sitepped
g e b e o ] . . [N T s ) I 1. Y

ocut of the circle, once when 0 Wou nave a Tecker and

Xoxxin » o mistake about it

I saved you. I could have had you without lifting a fin

4
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either time; but L saved you. Which means - what, do you think, -

LS : S T DU P | e . A JU.
if it means anything beyond the well-Xnown

for God-pls

letters on the table)

I think I'd vetter plunge into that correspondence,

2 you better had.

0
A
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le)

e

I think ms

GNCON
(takes one of several letiers which Hpglbxna nholds
out to him on the tray, stares at it for & moment with-

out really seeing it, lets it Fall back onto the tr Ve )

It's so unfair « it's stupid - to nave 1t this mechanical,
(makes a geasture of impatience)

miming tw“O”D off balence and nearly
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felling

I can roll cut of the circle in a lurch and start getiing it.

You could reoll over in your gleco.



Just imag

heartedly doing it, with the manual in your
set up this situation, this 1ittle cosmos.

4

lights and siarted

I'm sorey: ip the lows and

~
é?)(,_,.

T
LEEe

Tou

e Ve s
other hand.

the hum going, you called in the pink

ecution

()

you ligh

turned down the

418!

You stand there delivering yourself... ! It just lights your
insideg to be able to pile everyithing on me and then watch me sta
ger under the weight of it - emphasizing your own unburdened
quality the meznwhile by the little dance-turns you perform

to one side.

PHILEGTHA
Who summoned

GNOON

ho ig whose tormentor?

ITT T UOS VLT A
PHLWGTHA

-L
v

You find that so irrefragably clear?

GNOON

When have but this little disc to cavort in

the world beside?

PHIEGDHA

Where am I going? You me

see

all

have

projecting world-tours?



Ch, but you've stru

K Fa - A gy e r AT ey e By e . e T U5 SR R ~ S
little ecastacy of anticip o better than you're haviy
right here? 20Nz

hat clovern Toot Tor a little.

Mr. Gnoon, we could bve lying here asleep, the boith of us,

re coulda you be navi

€

PO T | 3 o b . - S ] T oo al - 1 A a3 - - . K
you rolled oult of your circle I would awaske to find my talons i
5 o - o - - - R

your throst, VYhat am T, or any devil: a pile of Jeaves vehind

which an impuleion gathers. And you talk about prisoners -

every prison

the inmatest

Mr. Gnoon, -

Prisoner, is i1it? Produce your rage! For one may be barred

bound, =ﬂd i it doesn't tear ait you -

Does the man not hear me raving?

Ah, but there's a twiitch of expsctation in those tzlons

4 L e
eV

gives the lie 1o your raving. VWarble on abhout degradation,

no degradation for vo

PHIEGTHA

Wnat is 1t else to be demned but to assent in wy degradation

drink joy and revuleion from the one cup?

and

it!

oy
LA W
s
1
1

)

fade



You don't have 1o "win"

€

Itve
or at

spell.

Ahd

Well, no

SV enue .

lea

,,5;.

izlly not in retf

Little.

PHLEGTHA
to win you.

GNCON

[

conjured myself into &

it

o
SR

PHLEGTHA

age?

one is damned till he

erence

seem that ws

That reservation

iz e ©

win you.

I understa

corner where IL've outs -

no

y till I can work it with the

feels he is;

C ready.




PHLEGTHA

1 wouldn't do any rejoicing. Hell ig full of

tney were

w
ire}
)

a1l

(closing his eyes to shut it out)

Vasn't I just about to dip into that correspondence?

ALl right, get me interest me.

You have to in

a bright sensory detaill, or the general area of experience, or
something.

GNOON
Oh, it's so boring an occasion 1o have to show oneself equsl tol
My wishes are what anybody's would be under the circumstances;

I'm not an exceptional wen. If you've got me pe

Lude

of visiocaary

o

T thie is where I'nm supposed 1o et
areas 1in the human conscious 1@93, we'd petter just drop it;

there aren't any such. There are no wishes that

AR Al t . PP rey M
\.‘IlSﬂ‘Jd; tnere s 0Ny SO0 mulh.

PHLHGT AL

You de certainly vaxe the top off it.

GHOON




I'm porfectly

R
wnorave
VLR <

L v RE
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This 3is the only part that

Losing our ser of the situstion,; are we, a in that last

remarg?

PHLEGT

1T . P ) e A - » “1.
over me. bubt you do have Lo, with the

wisheg:; it can't but e different,

GROOH

Then it'l11l be the same usgual pageant: Are we supoosed to reroute

the whole mankind so that you'll <feel distinctive?
Want things; suflfer wilh your Fellows, if yow're g0 uaexcentional.

NCATENTY AT ~1 ~ o~ Ay @ LI e
({cx HOON makes a gesiture: "AlL
B ) T v
i 1o 1n1nw SOm

1 - oy
TS0 [OAREY

IA\\‘\JL \l 5

GONG sounds, as it does after 211l of GNOOH's
subseguent wishes.)




1T
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~whav co you want money fox wacre do you think you're going you'll

need monsy?

m

Ch, nmy god, I'm beginning to see it: every whim i going to

provoke a round-table discussion.

PrilBsG s

vell, 1'm honestly curious.

GNOON

Well, under the circumstances, I just can't believe that money

can be a very sincere wish, that's all.

GNOON
(with 2 sad 1little Jaugh)
Oh, Phlegthz, how can you ve so interested in the fate of creatures
1 o 3

you know so lititle?

If T had understood better generally, lr. Gnoon, I wouldn't now
be where I now am,

GNOON
I'm sorry, I'm afraid I've just forgotten about feeling sorry

for you, and nothing's going to put. it back in my mind again,

no matter how telling you get.



SMACH

going to wisgh for.

PHLEG

(with & rueful smile)

Ther naster.
reacnes in the mail sac
brin noenve elepe with geld
on tne tzav with the étunwuoob“¢
pregents it to GNOOH, GHOON ta
fascination, sbsently vaves away
back to the wheeled table. ¥ tes g open the
casts it out of the clJclo, ind exmmzﬁsn tho con
a strip of light-blue paper
at it, turns it over, locks
GNOON
A blanx cheque?

Drawn on an account representing unbounded wealih.

GNQON

Did you hear me wish Tor unbounded wealih

I hardly heard a wish at all - just the and minimal

disturbance of a wail of self-pity.




GNOON

(handling the chaoue)

4
b
v
.

not terribly tangible...

Notning prevented your wighirng a vearld brooch.

GNOON

I meen, even ag currency, it's not...
(He can't find the word, ends in a shrug.)

PHILAGTHA
Vell, you didn't exactly specifly pesetas or bwless francs, did you?
what is it with you?

GNOON
I just deon't feel my wish has veen in any inoceriant sense...
gratified.

PHEEGTHA
Ah, expecting the gratification to come through any more gpecific
than the longing it answers to - isn't thalt Jjust your o0ld nistake

A 1

hen you supposed the gpell might work betier than you co uld worl

g__l
e

¥

&)

it? Everybody and everything's to blame because you're a 1ittl
snport in the imagination depa Pum¢nt Take my acknowledgment,
thougch: you've certainly shown me whatl you wanted to show about

the banzlity of the humen heart to Trame wighes.

GNOON
Then, Pnlegtha, despilte my dissatislaction with the
(glancing at the cheque)
funding arrangements, it's been a very profitable arternoon.

.

(glances at cheque again, then pockets it)



Well, it's a pleasant sensation to feelVcompetent" for a

As Jong as I'm on to money, 1'11 do women.

1« . '

\»Jﬂi'l'?-lf?f)‘

o T e N A G e i e 1A o
Was that snother wish just v=¢b Yv e there, befors I could even

P

take i1 in hand long enough to let it elip through my fingoerst

L
GEQON
Poor Pnlegtha, am I stinting on the punctilliocs again?

PHILEGTHA

T R [}

Forget about me, I would think fggf ag a conjuror, would care nore

about smaritening up your menner a bitls not, "How's abvoul =

woman, " but, "Fetch me an jet-haired Queen of the Hzst to be my

4

4

paramour)" That, now, redounds to your dignity.

GNOON
The dignity of a conjuror fuddled in his own conjuring? 1 can
think of nothing more ludicrous - except maybe the dignity of a
devil pleading under his fiery breath for the preservation of
certain decenciesg.

PHLEGTHA

fetceh thee an Jjet-haired Queen ol tone Liastl

—
e
b
=
ot
Q

GHOON

Ah. 1 see there are certain areas there are not going to be any

PHILEGTHA

Jet—haired Queen of tne Zast:



by
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Phlegtha; you drematize 1t any wa

(“H\J..J‘Jvl
3 e 5 e
(waving a disclaimer)

7 vou want. Whatever

5,
(Y

W's vart.
nailing-tube
,d, but with no
over to GHJON.

flourieh,

wrapoed
:

cddregsse
He press
1ike a

GmuuM 1oﬂkﬁ
questioningly at
rip it open.

2, then
vesturﬂ” for him o

RTINS A ) vy ),,71 2igat . L o “ a4 I -
GNOON takes the tube, iries - gently, ait first -

off; not
Lo run his

4 Th a S
EEal fn) - "
cavines. signtv

to find a se
findi

noto s o
one, he bFCﬂ“eS irritated,
claws ﬂl o tne

of the

1= r, snatc--, it off the Tray and
punctures the end of the tul He riegs the brown gaper
off the tnbe and throws it lently from ain,

He now helds in hig h s sizx-foot roll ol paver
reolled up on the nmailing tuovsz. This lengih ]
on it a spectrum going from purple-tlack
throuah YGXJOV»wnjif 2s it's unrolled,

2
section coming off first. GHOOW, holdi
both ends, vegins slowly to unwind it.

He unrollg it faster and TGH+@], moving sexually
breathing hard, as the color of the paper gets ngJtdr
and llghtvéo As he 1s Jjust about to reazach the eand of
the roll (pure white) - and sexual climax - he £ <
the whole roll from him and cries out:)

abl draws
kel Os‘
e tray and

the tray back to the
om the sack - a long
1ent -~ sticks it on 1l

oth
aPP

2

18
3 rousaed all through the following,
bfca{S tdu red seal and unfolds the parci nts the
envelope is the letter. It is a decrez written in
elongated, ominous looki Gothic script. At the

ng p
black, ribooned seal.)

bottom of the pa

‘nat's this you've given me? - an wunfilled--out death warrant?

The

PHLEGTHA

regues t was for DovweT .



GNOON

,,«
)
1
o]

N

(holding out the warrant to

- ","!"-’_.)—
surel Ve

~

The only place death is the only power that signifie

that spawned you. Hell peers outl of you like a snzke

PHIAGTHA

But surely, in the decieion to spare, to slay, we

<
.

V4

power can ever be said to -

GNOON
Hell~hound, you're barking up the wrong tree, and

to go v

TONZET «

Uh, these proncuncemncnts you favor me with! - I'm weary of then -

there's a weariness in this hell-wisdonm -

‘_\:
j)
o
«
(@]
3
<
8]
4
6]
o
e
b
-~
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¥

0
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w

and weary of remarks that shape

forward.

EVEITr=-g

nap in my circle - no; 1 repsat thc

.
O
w
o
@
<
@
s
I
!
»
P
:
a
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¥

words:

and begins to le
as 1T jabbed and
from behind. Laug exultantly; th
quality of sexual lmax in his Jaughter,

Suddenly SGT: :5 ] .

cintilla

ap acro-
prodded

2
18 a4 8%

at the

ting

el aRod=)
x gﬂ,n&‘u

same
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moment GNOON ginks to the ground.
Long pause.)

~

f

PHLEGTHA

(still penting with exhﬁuuuuon)

20

‘\

"Strain of the wire," you gave it; that must be pretiy close to

the right wording, %o have alfected me like that. I tnought I
was on my way opack to hell for a minute...

(a sudden access of blind anger coming over him)

You damned bungler!

GNOON

(in a2 represssd, exulitant voice, locking wonderingly
at the hand with which ne cursed PHLEGTHA)

And was 1 nearly free, then?

P LJ:;'{‘ ] 17"‘[\
(scornfully)
"Nearly" is your middle nanme.

(GHOON's co Juring book, lying outside the circle,
catches PHLEGTHA's eye.

On, and let's not omit your latest contribution: brilliant of you
to have flung your book out to where you can't get at it and

keep trying.

(still studying his hand, fascinated, as if tryiog
to see in it the power that just went out of it to

None of ny attainments from here on are going to reguire the book.
DHL;J“B&A
Listen to the pride of the little fuddler; oh, nobly sgueaked!

He'll fall back oupon resources as yet unguessed-at... I tell you,



.
P

it shouldn't be permitted to these bunglers; these people... .

I am Adonoi's plaything, but I am not some ship's-carpenter's

plaything!
GHOON
(giving him an ironic sidewise loock and smile)
Nobly sguesked, yourself.
PHLEGTHA
To dare to conjure up wanat you haven't the ima;inative giftv to

)

see througn to anything!

Now, Phlegtha, really - how could I be expected to knmow in edvance

I was going to hit that problem?

PHLEGTHA

The good ones know. But then, with a good one, with a half-way

“u

competent conjuror, there wouldn't ever have any problem,

would there? But you bunglers... + 1 den't know what ever made
T T oy Ao

you dream you could enter the circle of the magi. What are

you doing as a conjuror, anyway?

GNOON

That's the idea, Fhlegtha; by all means let's keep on probing eacl
other's conversational resources.

'Ha makes a gesture of disg
well! Agsuning that to be a serious question: I got on to con-
juring because I was looking for a way to pay my mates back for
all the.good times they'd given me with their letlters. TYou
understand, wnen 1 say "conjuring," I dQn't mean this big stufl

| .

I'm doing now with you. 1 mean parlor tricxs, to keep the lads

anmused btimeg they didn't get ashore.



What peculisy i1l fate, I wonder, ever led you 1o magic, when

there was Jjugsgling, the benjo, shadow-pictures...

GOON

Myt ~e o) rrervr e A A 3
Tricks always held a certain

Ah, yes, thalt lus

Phlegtna, the only power I lust for is power to dazzle you with

my convenbtionality

to describe what
because when 1'd

at least, out of

PHLEGTHA

e

,,1, e

I sought from

learned one,

existence -

.f“

"Imst for power”

P 3 4 b

Tascination fTor me.

thetically)

for masteryee..

magic. I wented to learn tricks

4

T could feel 1'd analiyzed that one,

broken down the extraordinary feat

of plucking a kerchiel from the air into a serieg of difficult

but very compassa

N

ble, very learnable hand-motions. That was what

I like - you talk about gratvification; that gratified me: to be

steadily closing

tion and ry ability m

a2 thing that... rejoiced

To take gometnin

o ie -
he gap beiween a feat t

4
=
o)
»

PHLEGTHA

GNOUN

I'm strucx by that...

There's no connection between
full of nceromancy.

never nave landed here

PHLBGTHA

The daz

(’J

@

echanically to reproduce it

P»J-‘
m

i

25

t boggled the imagina-

That, now, was

ic out of it?

hatful of rabbits and & circle

vzlingest sleight-of-~hand could



GNOOH
Yet in my case there seems to have been a continuity, if only

because L felt it.

PHLEGTHA

One's a deception; one's realityl

GNOON
Yes, but I entered the field under a cloud: I didn't have that
distinction clear in my mind, incredible as that must seem to
you. For you, the real magic is your element; awl seeing the
terrible live reality of it as you do, it must seem just incredibl
to you that anyone sghould ever Tor a moment confusge it with
nimble fingers. And yet, wnen I, that morning in the trick~store
in Izllah-pei, picked up & parphlet on'ceremonial magic'", I
never gupposed that anything mors was neant than - nagic for
ceremonies; you know: dinners, gatherings,... functions. It was
only after several hours of study that ¥ realized I was in another

realm of experience altogether...

HLEGTHA

J should be fascinated to hear you describe that moment.

"I should be fascinated to hear" - you know, you change your
ttitude eﬁery.two geconds. A minute ago you wefe fulninating
down at‘me from off your bad erinence, and now one's confronted

with the sympathetic lis Sha

PULEGTHA
Well, I'm not exactly the Unmoved Mover, am I? It just never
occurs to you to remember that being damned gets into anything.

Let's hear apout your vasty moment.



Ao

I don't remewmber

ot

That!

n

T tell you 1

nickel appeared out

t

secre

in the

I don't see how you

1

ship

as a 'g—carpent

On,

I never locked upon the gsea as be

GHOO

in eny

GHOOK
nave no recollection of there being a first time th

of the rose not because I triggers

[
sSe

I'd triggered some cret

VALVEersSC.

in sad wond

1. .2 - -
nis head

ntt

in your eyes, doesn't it?

could ever, ever have become a conjuror

®

PHLEGTHA

could ever have become anything so romantic

€1

GNOON

icularly romantic.

PHLEGTHA

(sincerely puzzled)

Wnat else would ever lure a carpenter out Irom under his spreadi

ct

The metality of the

I beg pardon?

GNOON
ship.

PHLEGTHA

0

16)]



GO0
I mean, that since today's ships are -~ or so 1 thougnt -
predominantly metal, I supposed it would be quite an easy type

job. This turns out to be not quite accurate, as it happens,

PLBG A
Does the last vestige of your glamour issue in shiftlessness?
o "
CGNOON
Ah, but I'm not lazy! I only like - or rather, I'm terribly

anxious to feel... relieved. You know? - to know for sure.

To know what?

GHNOON

(shrugs)

O

el
£

The dimensions of & thing. The limits of a situation.

PHLEGTHA
(getting excited)

<

That could be worked up to the level of a wish. Has the poten

’\J

GHOON
What? - wanting to know the limits of a situation?
PHLEGTHA
(shaking his head impatie xt}j)
KNOWLEDGE
(PHIEGTHA starts to hasten toward the sack, as if

it was GNOON who had expressed the Wish; then remember-
ing i% does have o come from GNOON:)

Right?

GNOOH

e

Oh, I've surrendered Wfself to your interoretations. On with the

wighes!



(GO .

Qo himsell, as jﬁhnvhxﬁ ig ts & e small,pulky
package out of the sack and setting it on thse tray:)

A surrender wanlch says what avout me ~ that I'm feeling more

damned? DMore resady’? More nothing?

(snrugs. Calling out to Pi THA S )

“Come on, Phlezgtha. I burn with impatience to see what gilsmo is

going to have the privilege of assiéting you in your next evesilon.
(PHLEGIHA brings the bulky packag

over to GJUON, wh
a chunky book.)

the tray
N it is

O l
oy &
o
o
o
m
}J.
o
»
s
o,
=
}-J
e"_ﬁ
®

This
(h holding uo the bool)
is in gratification of my wish for knowledge?
(PHLEGTHA neds; GH004 gives him an amused look.)
PHLEGTHA

(embarrassed under GNOON's look, indicating the
book)

You'll find it all in there.
GNOON
Wnat will T find all in there?
PHILBGTHA
Whatever you meant by knowledge.
G' 3. \)J M
What did I mean by knowledge?
PHILEGTHA
How should I know?
GINOON
How should I know? You think I'd ask for knowledge already knowin
wnat it was I wanted to know?Y [That's the Knowledge I meant in

the wish.

C“



Well, consult your volunme. HMaybe you'll find what you're after.

But it'll be in the book, not in wme. UThat's

Well, Tor goodness sakes, there has to be some way of imparting
things to you -~ we can't just "ping'" the data ine.
GNOOH
You Knﬂh, for neofl; wno are supposed to nave the wnole spiritual
circuitry of the universe under 1l
don't employ very spectao ular ;“ns@ Here, for examdle,
(holding uo the book)

you show all the flair of a branch librarian.

PHLEGTHA
Hinstein once said, why_carry around in your head anything you can
slways find in a book?
GNOON
With that philosophy, I hope he stayed out of magic circles - or
took the precaugtion of bringing his library in with him. Not
that even that - judging from my own experience -

ndicates the conjuror's bvook lying outside tne

seems 1o guarantee anything. How about that now, Phlegtha: would
you descrivbe me as being in possession of the krowledge it talkes

to dismiss you? Ii's is & book I have - or had till a minute 250,

PHIRGTHA

That's really cquite a telling application.



to head toward the sack.

Stay your appointed rounds, lovev; I think I'm up to a re
(PiI-GTHA produces a lighted pipe Trom th

4.

1%
of his sleeve. GNOON tzkes one drag, makes a
hurls the pipe away in disgust.)

Uch! Kindled at the burning lake, I suppose? Pew, that

PHLEGTHA

Real taings seen 1o be pretty generally

PHIEGTHA
I was thinking back to the dead fish.
GNOON

Oh, right.

(does a take and looks narrowly at POALEBGTE

Welll You're becoming my cnronicler.

PHLEGTHA

- I SR TS 4. . . b IRERE ; ¥
Doesn't that suggest the next wish to you?

GNOON

-

You bet it does, Phlegtha; I'm right in tune. FaME!

. to the sack, ret wit
paper rolled up for mailing in a vrief cylinde
- brown paper. GHOON tears off the wrauper, unr
unfolds the newspaper; looks at it, puzzled; then
it out to PHALSGIHAA. It is all fake writing - 3
except Tfor an enornous tabloid headline atv the
which reads: "CGuOON DOESI™)

Does what?



(PHLEGTHA shrugs, then gestu

&

"that's up to you." GNOON nods h

#
o

I sec; the usual empty cheat. You find & way to make every occasion

(looks down ot the newspaper again; half to himself)

PHLAGTHA

ot

Well, there's not exactly a paucity of incident. You're rapi

acguiring quite a past.
GHOON
It can't come too soon for me. I wish it was here already.
PHLBEGTHA
(starting toward the sack)
I'm not going to give you time to reflect whether you really meant
that as a wish or not.
GNOON

I mean everythinz as a wish by this time. RESTORE ME MY PAST!

(GOoNG.

PHLEGTHA hands him from the sack a packet of
vellowed old envelopes, tied daintily with a pale blue
ribbon. )

¥When do thegse

3

osies date from?
PHLEGTHA
How would you react to the suggestion that you open them and Tind
out?
GNOON
Aren't you forgetting that they've all been opened, years ago?

Ah, but the thrill of those faraway moments when you first slit



t
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the envelopes - that's what we'we undertaking to restors to you.

GHOQN

rnation, you restors it - for nothing

b &
hoed &

a drecming absorotion in our past.

PHLEGTHA
Now come on! This is a genuine restoration, you take a look.

GO0

- k]

I say, your barefacedest cheall - this proud uandertaking to restore

t.‘
i

{

what was never for a moment from us: our past.
(Locks at the nis

packet for a moment, then averts his
1 it owt Lo PHLsGTHA:)

4
Vil
eyes Trom it and he

Oh, texe it: 1It's all pori-towns at sunget and ccusins and eiter-
noong, I can't handle it. It gets 10 me here in ny circle where

realler things don't get to nme. Whiéh makes a certain guesgtion of
its reality, 1 suppose. .Anyhowi its poignance is real, and on that

basigs alone I1'd be glad to exchange it for a good grey fulure.

(holds out acket to PHLEGTHL, who doubtfully
3 o

makes a gesture a

0 t

~ms to ask, "You mean I should...
and PHLEGTHA o }

;0 the sack)

(GONG .

PHIEGYHA takes the packetl from GuOON, makes as if
to drop it back in, but suddenly stops, locks furtively
bacx at GNOON, who is leost in his own thoughts.

PHLEGTHA
(in a very fast whisper, as if anxious not to be
heard, or, feiling that, to gel it outl belore GNUON
can stop him)

- " £ e o e e
I pnossess nyself of this maan's past.



ne drops the
yround arajn,
s up the sack
to shake it out.)

(PHIRGTHA turns to him quickly, guiltily.
Level with me. It's going to be a blank page, my future, isn't
it -~ in the tradition of the blank cheque and the blank death-

Fas
.

warrant? TForgive me for stealing your thunder, but one would
[ ] H

L

have to be a nmoron not to see the

I

crend,  Ii's going to be a

single plank sheet of paper - rignt?
a 1ittle relieved, the sack,
s;rgT( weet of jet black paper f*;ft: } PULEGTHA

icks 1% up and holds it out Tfor G
PHLEGTHA
Tou understaad.
GIHOOH
Oh, I've been in thnis long enough end to spare, to understand

anvthine vou might send my way. But you, nellion - you have
oS & . J J y

misunderstood first to last. Vhat are you ftrying to tell me with

4.7 - e H]

tnis tabula rasa? it's, "write my own ticket,” isn't

PHUEGTHA
You can easily see now in the eyegs of those Tor waom an eternity
J J

of teorture has been decreed there'd be a great de

)
&J

in an offer to "write their own ticket.”
GNOON
Oh, I can see the hell-appeal. sut for the rest of us, it's

csn't even chan

C

¢

something less than a windfall - in Tact, it d

anything. The future jg a blank, with no help from you.



PrlisGHA :

Not everyovody's. dot ours.

G iN \)‘J.'L;"

But now,

your power to shamy

-the character of ~ 1o guarantee that all our achieve-

ments are not merely waiting

<2
us... Could you offer such assurance - |
PHILEGTHA

In hell, assurance is nobody's idea of a nice future. Ve're

GNOON
The hell-idea ig in all areas one large round naugat! Unfilled-
out warrant blank cheques, almanazcs...you don't follow through
on a single engagement. I never understood before
a privation.

PHLEGT!

-

What has heaven or hell for a man incapable of a daydream?

GNOON

Yes, put it all back on the

e}

1d imaginative cripple: ”“noag does
Gnoon does, Gnoon does!™ as that idiot of a newspager has it.

But heaven and earih, Christ Jesus, wnat doesg Gnoon do?

PHLEGTIA

(with an enormous ironic smile that is meant %o
finish it)

Yhatever he wishes. .
GNOON
Well, in that case, Phlegtha, compose your spirit for a nice,
al . 1

guiet future, because I am out of wishes.



Back 1o your choiry

Having exhausted

The vein of desire.”

(Ain electric pause. Ti i
violently; he moves as if some one were
gigstently from behind, and he doin
his ground. ) ' :
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HLECGT

v to twitch
shoving him in-
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best to hold
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Gnoon! That was the wording! You've done it!

The wordinge.. 7

That lays we, that bears me dack. 1I'm free of you = and you're

free of me. We're free! We're outl

GRNOON
Safe... 7
PHLEGTHA
(growing ecstatic)

211 hell gathers behind my heels.

GNOON

Waiteso
PHIEGTHA

It is as if a great fist were being shaken behind me in hate,

and I being borne off on the waves of that hate.

GNOON

-

Wait! Wnat are you leaving me to.

PHLEGTYHA

Tecker and Xoxxin, come 3"du, our work is done, and they lay the



o~

banquet for us in hell tonight. Come, Tecker and Loxxin, coneg

(Two twanging noises. At each, GIOO!

head to the lJeft, as if following something whnizzin
¥ t:
past him at great speed.)

GHOVN

Wait! Just dont't go off like that: where should be my next step?

b

Phlegtha! What happens now?
(The Fforce behind PHLEGTHA at last sweeps nim oI
The projeciion of the circle on *h@ "plob" flat

audibly switched off. iearing the switch, CGUOON wAlrl

and faces the LLJu,<G% TFhat the rmUpfh%Q civele 1s gene

ot
He looks down, notices the cirele of light in wna
he has been standing. He tursns back toward sudience,
ceutiougly put“ one foot a few inches bevond the circle.
h
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‘he circle jnstantly expands to just beyvond vwhere he nas

set his foot.

Ainother step. Again the circle expands to Jjust beyond
hig foot.

In panic, he runs downstage. The whole stage lights
up.

He runs down to the very rim of the apron. The"blob
flat beging to be audibly hauled up. Hearing it, he
turns and runs up to center, facing uystage;)

Wait! Phlegtha! Take my address, at least.

(The curtain begins very slowly to fall, the house-
lights to come up. Startled, GHOON wnirls uﬂLxl'
facing out.)

dait! Wait!

(It is

not clear whethey he is addr
curtein and lights
com

or the audience, oU
my

3
The curtain 25 dov the nowndllgdtu
As the auvdience leave the theatre tnej] by
GNOOH's increas 1n5ly shrill,noarse and crazy cf
"Walt! f;u“tnl the syllesble has lost all meaning for thew.

The Tind



